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By Cassie Buchman
Editor-in-Chief | @cjbuchman
More than 1,200 students are set
to start off their time at Eastern with
community service during Jumpstart 2 G.I.V.E. Saturday, as a part of
PROWL weekend.
Beth Gillespie, director of the Office of Civic Engagement and Volunteerism, said Jumpstart 2 G.I.V.E. is
the office’s biggest event of the year
and an “Eastern tradition.”
As part of the event, all new students, including transfers and international students, will participate in
a service project of their choosing.
Check in will be from 9:15 a.m.
to 9:45 a.m. Saturday, with students
getting on buses to leave to their service projects at 10 a.m.
They will return by 2 p.m. and be
provided with breakfast and lunch.
“Our campus is one that gives
back. It cares about the community
and wants to be involved,” Gillespie
said. “What better way to say to new
students that this is important to us
than to have that be part of their
first weekend here?”
Students participating will meet
outside of the Doudna Fine Arts
Center and be sent to 18 different
projects, 17 of which are off campus.
“We want them to go and do
something together, make new
friends,” Gillespie said. “People are
excited to come to EIU, they’re excited for their education. We want
them to be able to do something together.”
One goal of Jumpstart 2 G.I.V.E.
is connecting new students to resources in the community and showing them fun activities to do.

ANALICIA HAYNES | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Kyrsten Holderby, a senior biological sciences major, helps sort food while volunteering at The Charleston Food
Pantry on June 22. The Charleston Food Pantry is partnering with the Eastern Illinois Food Bank to host a mobile
pantry, which is one of 18 volunteer opportunities students will have at Jumpstart 2 G.I.V.E.

“We want to connect them to local nonprofits that they can volunteer with,” Gillespie said. “It’s not
just about going out and doing good
together--there’s a method behind
our madness.”
Each of the places volunteers will
go to are ones the Office of Civic
Engagement and Volunteerism will
be partnering with throughout the
year.
New volunteer opportunities for
this Jumpstart 2 G.I.V.E. session include a mobile food pantry, which
partners with the Charleston Food

Pantry and Eastern Illinois Food
Bank.
“We’re hoping to serve over 100
families at Morton Park on Saturday
by doing that,” Gillespie said.
There will also be a backpack program, where Eastern volunteers will
put school supplies in bags to give to
local elementary school students.
Along with the new volunteer
programs, old ones are also returning, such as making fleece blankets
for One Stop Community Christmas.
“We hope to make 300 blankets

on Saturday,” Gillespie said. “It’ll be
a good start to the 1,500 we hope to
have when Christmas rolls around.”
Volunteer opportunities for all
students will be available beginning
the first day of classes and will really start picking up after the first two
weeks of school.
“Life is going to be hard for all of
us at one point--we have to do good
for other people,” Gillespie said.
Cassie Buchman can be reached
at 581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.

Solar eclipse viewing event set for Monday
Staff Report | @DEN_NEWS
Those ringing in the new school
year will have something else to look
forward to on Monday, as one of the
first solar eclipses in years makes its
way to Eastern.
According to physics department
chair Steven Daniels, a solar eclipse
is not likely to coincide with the first

day of classes at Eastern for another
100 years.
To celebrate this eclipse, a viewing event is scheduled for noon to
2:30 p.m. Monday at areas around the
Campus Pond.
“An eclipse is a fairly rare thing;
having it on first day of school made
it especially interesting,” Daniels said.
The telescope in the Observatory,

the Observatory itself and a pin-hole
camera creation station will be set up
to allow people to watch the eclipse.
The telescope will have a special filter on it to keep most of the sunlight
out, Daniels said.
Solar eclipse glasses will given away
at the event along with T-shirts, pizza,
hot dogs, chips and popcorn.
At one point, the moon will cover

about 95 percent of the sun, in what is
called “95 percent totality.”
More information on the science behind the solar eclipse and the
viewing event can be found in Monday’s edition of the Daily Eastern
News.
The Daily Eastern News staff
can be reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com
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University Board members prepare
to welcome new, returning students
By Analicia Haynes
Managing Editor | @Haynes1943
Three months worth of planning and
hours of preparation will fall into place this
weekend as the University Board unveils the
annual Welcome Back Weekend festivities.
This year’s theme is “Panthers Back In
Time” and focuses on a throwback to the ‘70s,
‘80s and ‘90s.
Though the University Board’s goals for the
first weekend back mirror the years past, Nia
Douglas and Katie Caulkins, the chair and
vice-chair for the UB, said this year was a little different.
The goal is simple: try to do something that
has not been done before to get people to attend.
Caulkins said the hardest part is getting
people out to events and making sure students
know about the events in the first place.
“That surprises us,” Caulkins said. “It’s
something that’s free, something to do in
Charleston. We want everybody and anyone
to come.”
As a result, Caulkins said when planning,
members tried to find activities that would appeal to upperclassmen who feel like they did
everything.
For example, there will be a foam dance
party on Friday. Although it has been done
before, Caulkins said it was a little over five
years ago.
Douglas said the trick to getting people to
come out, especially upperclassmen, is the in-

centives such as the free T-shirts or other gifts
from the University Bookstore.
She said providing incentives catches students’ attention and eventually, they end up
staying for the whole event.
Douglas said sometimes the only way students get the free stuff is if they participate in
the different activities, which are free.
“Even though the upperclassmen say that
they’ve done this before they’re secretly excited about it,” Douglas said. “Don’t let anybody
lie to you.”
However, Welcome Back Weekend is not
just reserved for returning students. Douglas
said it is a way for freshmen to grow and start
to develop as their own person in college.
Caulkins said the freshmen community is
the easiest to get to come out because every
freshman has to live on campus and the resident assistants “do good job getting people
out.”
“Freshmen want to get out of their dorms
because they’re excited, they’re away at college
and they’re away from their parents,” Caulkins
said.
As a former RA, Caulkins said Welcome
Back Weekend was not only a way for freshmen residents to meet some new friends, but
it was also the first time when they truly felt
Eastern was their home.
“They felt like ‘I can find my place here because I’m doing all these things with these
new people that I haven’t met before but we’re
quickly becoming friends,’” Caulkins said.
As for those who still have some hesitation,

Douglas said attending the first weekend festivities is like ripping off a band-aid.
“You were probably hesitant about going to college and what did you do, you just
went. It’s just one of those things that’s like
a band-aid. You can’t be like ‘Oh, I’m scared’
because you never know what’s going to happen,” Douglas said. “Sometimes you just have
to take that leap and go.”
“Panthers Back In Time” kicks off with a
‘70s themed “New Student Mixer” from 8:3010 p.m. Thursday in the Library Quad.
Friday’s “Up All Night” event will have an
‘80s theme and takes place from 6-10 p.m. in
the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
The three-day celebration ends with a ‘90sthemed “Quakin’ the Quad” from 7-11 p.m.
in the South Quad.
Each day will have several activities for students to participate in such as a foam party
and water balloon fight on Thursday; escape
rooms and a sundae bar on Friday and several inflatable sets including a rockwall, bungee
battle and mechanical bull on Saturday.
The events are free and students can participate in whatever they want, though they
might have to wait in line, Douglas said.
For more information about the individual events or to get involved with the University
Board, those interested can to to its Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/UBthere/
or send an email to uboard@eiu.edu.
Analicia Haynes can be reached
at 581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.

Calendar of Events
‘70s Throwback
Thursday

‘80s Flashback
Friday

‘90s Ol’Skool
Saturday

8:30 p.m. - 10:30
p.m.

6 p.m.- 10 p.m.

7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

MLK Jr. Union

South Quad

Library Quad
*
*
*
*

Foam Dance Party
Water Balloons
Food and Games
T-shirt Giveaway

* Escape Rooms
* Ice Cream
Sundaes
* Novelty Crafting
* T-shirt Giveaway

*
*
*
*

BINGO
Inflatables
Pizza
T-shirt Giveaway
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Resources
encourage
healthy
eating, living
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
Although students might find it difficult to stay
healthy away from home, on-campus resources
can help them maintain a healthy lifestyle.
Students can still enjoy what they are currently eating and the activities they are already participating in while at Eastern, nutrition coordinator
Ally Kuehn said.
“I think it is important to maintain a healthy
diet, because it will help build a better lifestyle for
your future,” Kuehn said.
There are several food options in the dining
centers for students living in the residence
halls, Mark Hudson, director of Housing and
Dining, said.
“A lot of it is about self-control,” he said. “The
most important thing is that students make good
choices.”
Hudson said in Thomas and Taylor halls there
are full salad bars with fruit offered at every lunch
and dinner meal.
“The best way to stay healthy in college is to focus on fruits and vegetables and to include them in
each meal,” Kuehn said.
Vegetarian options are also available in each dining center. If a student has a specific medical diet,
such as being gluten-free, the centers can make
special food for them upon request, Hudson said.
Kuehn can also give guidance regarding medically-based diets and also help the student create
a meal plan.
The Health Education Resource Center can be
helpful when it comes to nutrition and choosing
nutritional presentations, Kuehn said.
Hudson said he knows of students who have
eaten at the dining centers and lost weight, because
they chose healthier options and exercised.
Kuehn said she is available to meet with students who would like information on a balanced
diet and exercise for a free “nutrition analysis.”
The nutrition analysis includes a packet with
items like a three-day food log, a confidentiality statement and basic information regarding diet
and exercise.
Kuehn said another tip to staying healthy is to
stay hydrated. The best way to do this is to choose
water over other drinks, she said.
The Student Recreation Center offers intramural sports and different classes available to all students. Along with six basketball courts available
for badminton, volleyball and basketball, there is
also a pool, an 1/8 mile track, cardio areas and two
free-weight areas.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached
at 581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS
www.youngstowncharleston.com

217-345-2363

916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)
We offer 1, 2 & 3 bedroom Apts and Townhouses!









Fully Furnished!
View of the Woods!
Large bedrooms with big closets!
Free Trash and Parking!

Welcome to
EIU and
CHARLESTON!
Hope you have a
great 2017-2018
school year!

Close to campus!
Use Financial Aid to pay your rent!
Student and Family rates!

Tweet
Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern
News Twitter!
den_news

NEW!!! HIGHER PAY!!!
Part-time Jobs Available in Residential Services,
Working with Adults with Developmental Disabilities.
Need HELP Paying Tuition....Living Expenses?
CCAR Industries’ pays $11.50 per hour before and
$11.75 per hour after training.
Apply at 1530 Lincoln Avenue, Charleston, IL 61920
or online at www.ccarindustries.org
Celebrating 48 years of service!
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Prep, practice, learn

C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Caitlyn Atwood, a sophomore marketing major and first-year desk assistant at Thomas Hall, watches as members of hall council play pool and hang up
decorations Tuesday afternoon. Atwood was sitting among keys used by students moving into Thomas Hall early. “People are so welcoming in Thomas and
supportive,” she said. “I’m always recognized when I come in, they always say hi. It feels like a family.”

C ASSIE BUCHMAN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Rachel Racajski, a senior English major, practices a routine with other members of Eastern’s
Panther Marching Band Color Guard Monday in the Library Quad. Racajski has been in Color
Guard for all of her high school and college career. Even though the team had only been
back since Sunday, Racajski said they have already been able to bond.
“I’m really excited for this year,” she said. “We’ve got some really great girls.”

TOLUWAL ASE SOLOMON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WSW

Yanzhi Liu, a mathematics and computer science major, English Major JIajia Lan and
marketing major Beibei Liu, all from China, get off the bus transporting them from
O’Hare International Airport in Chicago Monday night.
Liu said he came to Eastern because of the partnership program Eastern has with his
school in China.

Students, staff offer advice for new year
By AJ Fournier
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
With Move-In Weekend underway and classes beginning on Monday, new students and returning students alike will have the chance to
excel both in and out of the classroom.
Returning students and staff offered their advice on what students should do to make the
most of their time at Eastern.
Sarah Jacobs, complex director for Lawson
and Taylor Hall, said she encourages students to
get involved and ask questions.
“Your four years here in college are like a giant sleepover,” Jacobs said. “The time goes by really fast, so enjoy your time with the friends you
make.”
Andy Goldstein, a junior education major,
said students should take advantage of the services Eastern offers, such as the Writing Center
and Career Services.

Lawson Abramovitz, a junior finance major, said going to class, getting organized and
learning to manage one’s time are also important.

Martinez said going to Pantherpalooza, an annual registered student organization fair, is helpful because many RSOs are there and students
can find which ones they will be interested in.

“Your four years here in college are like
a giant sleepover. The time goes by really
fast, so enjoy your time with the friends you
make.”

- Sarah Jacobs, complex director for Lawson and Taylor

Procrastinating can come back to haunt students, Abramovitz said.
Junior psychology major Jasmine Martinez
said attending PROWL events over the weekend
can help students adjust to college life.
“There are events every day, and you get to
meet new people and find your way around
campus,” Martinez said.

“Be open to meeting new people,” Martinez
said.
Admissions Director Kelly Miller said new
students should avoid going home every weekend, even if they are homesick, because staying
can help them create a community of their own.
Miller said the goal is to get students to realize Eastern is their new home and that build-

ing connections is a very important part of their
university life.
“Use your (resident assistant) and ask questions if you are living in a residence hall, and
find that organization or group that you can
connect with,” Miller said.
As far as schoolwork, Miller said keeping up
with class work is key.
“Your workload will be manageable if you
stay on top of it,” Miller said.
For her, this means not falling into the habit of taking naps and using the time in between
classes to get schoolwork done.
“Look at (it) like when you were in high
school--you were busy the whole time from your
first class until your last,” Miller said. “Continue that routine.”
AJ Fournier can be reached at
581-2812 or ajfournier@eiu.edu.
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Students reveal study spots on campus
By Chrissy Miller
News Editor | @DEN_News
With classes right around the corner, finding
the perfect study spot can play an important part
in jumping into the academic year.
Morgan Colvin, a sophomore political science
and English major, said a bench across from the
Napoleon plaque, dedicated to a dog who used to
roam around Eastern, is her favorite place to enjoy
nature while getting her work done.
“I like looking at the tree. Sometimes, it has
nice little white flowers that blossom out of it,”
Colvin said. “Birds fly around and it is really quiet. It’s nice.”
Located between Old Main and the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union, Colvin said this
spot often gets overlooked as a potential study
space.
Colvin said she came across it one day when
walking from class.
“I was really upset about some stuff that was
going on at home and was just walking by myself
when I saw this,” she said. “So, I just came and sat
down, and it just spoke to me ever since.”
All of the happy and sad moments Colvin has
experienced by the plaque have helped make the
spot her own, she said.
“When I first got a call for the internship I did
over the summer, I was sitting right here studying,”
Colvin said. “I remember just hopping up and everybody was looking at me like I was crazy. That
was the best experience.”
Colvin said when picking a place to study, it is
important to find somewhere that is comfortable.
“It should be a variety of things,” Colvin said.
“It shouldn’t just be studying. It should be moments that you can share with your friends or moments that you can be yourself.”
Alexis Ziegler, a sophomore psychology major, said the Doudna Steps are her favorite spot to
study in the warmer months.
“It’s really nice to be outside in nature,” Ziegler
said. “When we’re in class, we’re inside, so it’s nice
to get fresh air and good sunlight.”

PHOTOS BY ANALICIA HAYNES | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

A bench between Old Main and the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union serves as a prime
study spot for Morgan Colvin, a sophomore political science and English major. Colvin said
good study spots serve more purposes than just studying.

Josh Bost, a sophomore social studies education major, cited the Red Room in the Doudna
Fine Arts Center as one of his favorite places to study. Bost said he had fun in the Red Room
while studying for past exams.

Ziegler said the Doudna Steps, located outside
the Doudna Fine Arts Center, are great for when
she feels like getting out of the library or her room
to socialize and study at the same time.

“Me and my friend Liz would sit there trying
to do homework, listening to people talking and
goofing off,” Ziegler said. “We would have fun out
there.”

Ziegler said knowing where to study is all about
finding a place that works and going from there.
“Some people work better in quiet areas,”
Ziegler said. “Some people can’t stand quiet areas.”
Josh Bost, a sophomore social studies education major, said his favorite study spaces include
the Red Room in Doudna and the Doudna Steps.
“I have memories of cramming for exams,” Bost
said. “Looking back, it was fun because it helped
me do well on all them.”
Bost said the Red Room is nice for studying in
because it is open to everyone and has a unique
color.
“You are surrounded by red, so it is kind of a
weird setting for me,” Bost said. “I kind of like being in a weird setting.”
Bost said the perfect study spot might not be in
the first place a person looks, but it is important to
keep searching.
“Keep trying somewhere new every time until
you find your spot,” Bost said. “Everyone has their
own little niche that they like.”
Sophomore geology major Mariam Machunga
said the third floor of the Booth Library is her favorite study spot.
“There are outlets everywhere, so I can plug
in my phone and laptop. I like the books and
shelves,” Machunga said. “They provide easy access
to information, and they kind of hide me from
other people so I do not get distracted.”
Machunga said the library is also a great place
to meet with classmates to work on group projects
because the setting helps keep her on task, even if
she has had a long day.
“Chances are, I won’t fall asleep in the library,”
Machunga said.
Machunga said having a designated study spot
plays a big part in avoiding stress and keeping up
with classes.
“Don’t ever let things get to the last minute or
else you will never sleep and it will be a hard life,”
Machunga said.
Chrissy Miller can be reached at
581-2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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217-348-8249

We have 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments
as well as 3, 4, and 6 bedroom houses
all in GREAT LOCATIONS!!!!!!
Check out our website at ppwrentals.com to see all we can offer you!

LAST MINUTE OPPORTUNITIES
Good Housing, Proven Management
Apartments for 1 from $300
Apartments for 2 from $400
Internet included in many apartments
Most a short walk to EIU

You are always welcome at

Wesley United Methodist Church
2206 4th Street - across from Lawson Hall

Locations near and far from EIU

Sunday Worship: 8:30 & 10:45AM

Quiet rentals for 1 or 2, our specialty
woodrentals.com - woodrentals1512@gmail.com

Call for an
appointment!

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489

Find us at charlestonwesley.org or
follow us on facebook.com/charlestonwesley
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors!

Over 30 years of rental management

CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
One bedroom apartment for rent.
Off-campus. Pet friendly. Good
parking. $375 a month. Garbage included. (217) 840-6427
________________________ 8/25

Help wanted
Press help needed for Fall 2017.
Hours vary but work is all between
11:00 pm - 4 am. Apply in person
1802 Buzzard Hall.
_________________________ 5/1

Announcements
GAME CLUB: Friday nights 7:00 Midnight. Charleston County Market’s Mezzanine. www.meetup.
com/Charleston-Game-Club or
www.facebook.com/groups/
charlestongameclub

Announcements
________________________ 1/13
Dj and karaoke services for all types
of events. call today (314) 701-9402
www.completeclassdjs.com
_______________________ 05/01

Pick up your copy of the
Daily Eastern News anywhere
around town!
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Fall 2017 Schedules
Volleyball
Sep 16 @Indiana State 6 p.m.
Sep 22 @Murray State 7 p.m.
Sep 23 @Austin Peay 2 p.m.
Sep 27 SIUE 6 p.m.
Sep 30 Tennessee State 2 p.m.
Oct 6 Southeast Missouri 7 p.m.
Oct 7 UT Martin 2 p.m.
Oct 13 @Morehead State 6 p.m.
Oct 14 @Eastern Kentucky 1 p.m.

Oct 20 Tennessee Tech 7 p.m.
Oct 21 Jacksonville State 7 p.m.
Oct 27 Austin Peay 7 p.m.
Oct 28 Murray State 2 p.m.
Nov 1 @SIUE 6 p.m.
Nov 4 @Belmont 2 p.m.
Nov 10 @UT Martin 7 p.m.
Nov 11 @Southeast Missouri 2 p.m.

Football
Aug 31 @ Indiana State 6 p.m.
Sept 9 @ Northern Illinois 2:30
Sept 16 vs. ISU 2 p.m.
Sept 23 vs. SEMO 6 p.m.
Sept 30 @ Tenn. State 6 p.m.
Oct 7 vs. Tenn. Tech 6 p.m.
Oct 15 @ Murray State 3 p.m.
Oct 21 vs. Jacksonville State
Oct 28 @ UT-Martin 2 p.m.

Nov 4 vs. Eastern Kentucky 1 p.m.
Nov 18 @ Austin Peay 4 p.m.

7

Men’s Soccer
Cross
Country
Sept 1 EIU Walt Crawford Open
Sept 15 @ Bradley Intercollegiate
Sept 30 Louisville Classic
Oct 13 Bradley Pink Classic
Oct 20 Illini Open

*Golf plays all matches away
*Tennis has preseason matches

Aug 25 @ Green Bay 7 p.m.
Aug 27 @ Milwaukee 3 p.m.
Sept 1 vs. Western Mich. 3 p.m.
Sept 3 @ UIC 7 p.m.
Sept 5 vs. Northern Kentucky 1 p.m.
Sept 10 vs. Saint Francis 3:30 p.m.
Sept 13 @ Marshall 4 p.m.
Sept 17 @ Evansville 2 p.m.
Sept 19 vs. Wright State 2 p.m.
Sept 23 vs. Omaha 11 a.m.

Sept 30 @ Western Illinois 1 p.m.
Oct 7 @ Denver 8 p.m.
Oct 10 @ Bradley 7 p.m.
Oct 14 vs. Oral Roberts 1 p.m.
Oct 17 vs. Belmont 1 p.m.
Oct 25 vs IUPUI 1 p.m.
Oct 30 @ Valpo 5 p.m.
Nov 4 @ Fort Wayne 6 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
Aug 18 @ IUPUI 6 p.m.
Aug 20 @ Indiana State 12 p.m.
Aug 25 vs. Green Bay 3 p.m.
Aug 27 vs. Milwaukee 12 p.m.
Sept 1 @ Valpo 6:30 p.m.
Sept 3 vs. Chicago State 1 p.m.
Sept 8 vs. Fort Wayne 3 p.m.
Sept 10 vs. Western Illinois 1 p.m.
Sept 15 @ Marian 6 p.m.
Sept 17 vs. SIUE 1 p.m.

Sept 22 @ Belmont 4 p.m.
Sept 24 @ Austin Peay 1 p.m.
Sept 29 vs. Eastern Kentucky 3 p.m.
Oct 1 vs. Morehead State 1 p.m.
Oct 6 vs. Jacksonville State 3 p.m.
Oct 8 vs. Tenn. Tech 1 p.m.
Oct 13 @ SEMO 6:30 p.m.
Oct 15 @ UT-Martin 1 p.m.
Oct 19 @ Murray State 3 p.m.

3 W. Lincoln Ave., Charleston

345-4743

Welcome Back, EIU!

Get all the latest news and sports info,
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook!

WILLIAMS RENTALS
APARTMENTS AND HOUSES
217-345-7286

www.jwilliamsrentals.com

1-7 Bedroom Homes
Conveniently Located Close to Campus
1 Semester Leases
Available
Clean, affordable student housing!
Locally owned and managed!
Self-storage units available!

Clean, Comfortable, and Affordable!
Broker Owned
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Eastern wins final
exhibition game as
season approaches
By JJ Bullock
Assistant Sports Editor | @DEN_Sports

SEAN HASTINGS| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Sophomore midfielder/forward Andre Nappa sends in a corner kick that was headed twice for a near goal Tuesday
in the Panthers’ win vs. St. Xavier at Lakeside Field. The second header hit the crossbar.

Both the offense and defense
clicked for the Eastern men’s soccer
team in its final exhibition matchup
in a 2-0 win over St. Xavier University Tuesday at Lakeside Field. The regular season begins Aug. 25.
Eastern limited its opponent to
just one shot on goal defensively and
scored two goals in 10 minutes during the second period to lift itself over
St. Xavier.
Neither teams’ defense wanted to
crack in the first period. They combined for just two shots on goal and
it was not until the 48th minute of
the game that Eastern sophomore
Alessandro Corti ended the scoring
drought, heading in a pass from redshirt sophomore Christian Sosnowski, burying the ball in the right side
of the net.
Seven minutes after Corti’s header score, sophomore Jonathan Huerta put Eastern ahead 2-0, scoring on a
direct kick after a St. Xavier foul.
Overall, Eastern fired 16 shots
and eight on goal with seven in each
of the last two periods, a welcome
change of pace on offense in the eyes
of coach Kiki Lara.
“We have struggled scoring goals
in the past and I think that is something there that we really want to
highlight. Honestly, it was good to
get goals through the run-a-play and

it was good to get goals through the
set piece,” Lara said. “It can be like
rocket science to get everyone on the
same page, to get towards the goal.
Like I said, doing it with a couple of
athletes is one thing, but doing it in
sustainable ways is difficult, and that
is what we are after.”
The exhibition gave Lara one last
valuable look at his roster before the
regular season begins, trying out different players, including using two
different goalkeepers.
“Everyone is working hard and everyone has earned a chance to get on
the field,” Lara said. “So, it was a nice
benefit for them to get on there and
represent the program.”
Defensively, the team played up to
their reputation in front of defensive
anchor and senior goalkeeper Mike
Novotny, who played the last two periods of the game in relief of redshirt
freshman Jonathan Burke.
“Novotny is a big-time player and
he is a big-time leader and we are going to lean on him quite a bit,” Lara
said. “We are very confident with
what we have in front of him and like
I said, we are educating everybody every day and everyone is ready to go.
And they will be ready to go and step
in in front of Novotny and protect
Novotny as much as possible.”
JJ Bullock can be reached at
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

Panther football gearing up for new season
By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
It goes without saying that last
year’s Eastern football team fell
short of expectations, especially
with the talent the team possessed,
offensively and defensively. The
Panthers just had too many bumps
in the road to find a steady pace.
The finger could be pointed at
having quarterback Mitch Kimble
being plagued by the injury bug
for much of the season, missing
four games. The Panthers were 5-2
with him in the game but ended
up finishing the season 6-5.
Kimble was a dual threat quarterback, with the ability to rush
for yards and score. He also had a
solid arm and racked up two 323
passing-yard games.
Kimble is back to play his red-

shirt senior season for the Panthers, but loses three of his top
targets from last year, includ ing running back Devin Church.
Church led the team in receiving
yards, while putting together a
1000-yard rushing season.
Receiver Paul Gossage transferred out of Eastern and receiver
Shawn Mitchell graduated. Both
receivers had over 200 receiving
yards, even though they combined
for only one touchdown.
Defensively, the Panthers will
go into 2017 without its leading
tackler from last season, linebacker Seth McDonald. But Eastern’s
defense will stay strong with the
return of senior linebacker Nick
Horne and senior safety Bradley
Dewberry.
Eastern’s defense was fourth in
points allowed in 2016 with 310,

averaging 28.2 per game. There
w e re t i m e s w h e re t h e d e f e n s e
shined, but could not get over
some humps that came about during the season.
Eastern was not a contender in
the OVC last seson and missed the
FCS Playoffs as well.
It was not the season that the
Panthers should have had, but this
year’s returners bring promising
talent to the field.
The Panthers will square off
with in-state rival Illinois State
Sept. 16, looking to hold onto
the Mid-America Classic Trophy
that they won last season at Illinois State.
Eastern opens with back-toback road games to start the season.
Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Brush up on sports knowledge
Staff Report | @DEN_Sports

Eastern has 18 Division I teams
across men’s and women’s sports. All
teams play in the OVC besides men’s
soccer and men’s and women’s swimming. The OVC consists of teams
from Illinois, Kentucky, Alabama,
Tennessee and Missouri.
It is a 12-team conference but not
all schools compete in every sport.
The Eastern football team plays its
home games at O’Brien field, located
on the far west end of campus.
The soccer teams play at Lakeside
Field, just south of O’Brien Field.
The volleyball team shares Lantz Arena with the men’s and women’s bas-

ketball teams. Lantz which is located
next to O’Brien Field. That building
is also where the men’s and women’s
swim teams compete.
The swimmers compete in the Padovan Pool.
Eastern’s men’s and women’s tennis
teams play at the Rex Darling Courts,
which are located just a little further
west of Lakeside Field and backs up
to O’Brien Field.
Eastern’s cross country runners,
both men and women, runs at home
only once this fall on the Panther
Trail, which winds around the west
end of campus. There is also a golf
team at Eastern, but it does not compete near Eastern. The track team

competes in the Lantz Field House,
just outside of Lantz Arena as well as
at O’Brien Field in the spring.
The softball team plays its home
games at William’s Field, which is at
the corner of the parking lot for Lantz
Arena on Fourth street, the street that
separates most academic buildings
and the athletics.
Eastern’s baseball team plays at
Coaches Stadium, located next to the
Darling Courts and Lakeside Field.
A full schedule for Eastern’s fall
teams can be seen on page 7.
The Sports Staff can be reached at
581-2812 or DENSportsdesk@gmail.
com.
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Senior quarterback Mitch Kimble attempts a pass during the first half of
the Panthers’ 24-21 win over Illinois State Saturday, Sept. 17 at Hancock
Field in Normal. The Panthers will lean on Kimble this year to guide the
team after injuries limited his playing time in 2016.
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